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space are one and the same, irrespective of the Pot's
existence or destruction, so too the Pure Conscious-
ness or the Light of Wisdom as such has neither been
ever born, nor will it ever know any decay or death*
Thus the unborn, undecaying, deathless Atman can
only be indicated by the word, 'ancient'.

"Hard to see" (Durdarsam}: Truth being thus
the presiding intelligence that lends life to the dead
and inert coatings of matter which seemingly envelops
It, it is difficult for the eye to see It. The eye, being
an instrument, can only see objects other than itself;
it can never hope to see itself.* A telescope cannot
be used for viewing the very eye of the observer him-
self. In this sense the Controller and Director of
the eye, the Atman, cannot be seen by the eye. It is
to be noted here carefully that in negating for our
eyes the capacity to see Truth, the intention of the
Sruthi is to negate for all other sense-organs, the mind
and the intellect, any capacity to visualise, feel or
know the subtle Truth as an object.

In short, Truth-realisation or Eswara Darsan
is not earned through the same processes as these
by which we see an object, feel an emotion or know
an idea. Truth can only be subjectively experienced
as the experiencer's own Self.

"Lodged in the inmost recess": Certainly, to
limit the all-pervading Atman as lodged in the inner-
most recess is to deny it! But Lord Death is no

* See Discourses on Kenopamshad by Swamiji,